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Abstract 
 

Aegir Port Property Advisers, the pioneer port real estate consultancy, is exclusively 

focused on meeting the unique property challenges faced by the ports industry through 

practical, market driven solutions to maximise property-based revenue streams, create 

competitive advantages, produce real returns on capital invested and asset values and 

enhance overall port values. 

The following offers a cross section of past cases which highlights Aegir’s breadth and 

scope of experience in the port property sector.   Many of the cases presented and services 

offered have been and are undertaken with processes and models developed by Aegir. 
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About Aegir Port Property Advisers 
Aegir Port Property Advisers (established in 2003) is the pioneer port real estate 

consultancy exclusively engineered to meet the unique property challenges faced by the 

ports, maritime, and related logistics industries.  The cornerstone of Aegir’s services is to 

deliver increased port competitive advantages, better client retention and attraction, 

increase property-based revenue streams, and to maximise overall port values through 

the more strategic use of a port’s largest asset – property. 

We partner with our clients to identify critical challenges and high value opportunities.  

Then we develop market driven, practical, port real estate solutions to meet and capture 

them.  We seek to transform the way our clients see and manage their port property 

portfolios, so that they can secure long lasting, real operating cost savings and operational 

and financial performance gains from them. 

Aegir offers a wide range of property related services, bridging various industries, to 

ensure that each property decision overarches port property strategies and supports a 

port’s core business mission. 

In the last decade Aegir has undertaken complex port property lease, asset management, 

valuation, ‘highest and best use’ development feasibility, investment due diligence, 

management consultancy and strategy development instructions in Europe, the Middle 

East, Africa, the Americas, and Asia.  Services rendered have been in structuring more 

effective leases to obtain real rates of return on asset values, developing bespoke strategic 

port property asset management plans (to manage a port’s property portfolio more 

effectively), valuation consultancy on complex port real estate assets, and creating 

strategic land acquisition plans for port expansions. 

Since its founding as a private company in 2003, Aegir has been in a strategic alliance 

partnership with Drewry Maritime Advisers.  From Drewry’s origins in 1970 London to 
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a 21st century maritime and shipping consultancy, Drewry has established itself as one 

of the most widely used and respected sources of impartial market insight, industry 

analysis and advice.   

In the last decade, Drewry and Aegir have over 400 port assignments in 50 countries and 

since 2010 provided commercial and due diligence advice in port M&A, financing and 

port property matters with a value of approximately $20bn.   

This in-depth understanding and objectivity provide our clients with the actionable 

advice and recommendations they need to achieve their ambitions and stay ahead of the 

market. 

In port real estate, Aegir offer their clients the most comprehensive, strategic insight in 

all things related to ports, shipping, port operations, and related logistics. 

Aegir - helping you navigate the world of port property by bridging the gap between the 

port and property industries. 
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Port property landscape 
Port real estate offers numerous challenges not readily understood by either the real 

estate or ports industries.  A prime example of this is in the use of the comparable 

benchmark approach to estimating values.  Unlike the industrial property market, ports 

typically do not sell properties.  Therefore, in most cases this approach severely limits the 

accuracy of estimating values, lease rates or any other factor related to port properties 

and can easily result in producing meaningless results.   

This requires a comprehensive analysis of all the critical elements impacting port or port 

related property.  To undertake this type of assessment requires knowledge of what are 

and where true ‘like kind’ facilities are located – down the coast or across the world, how 

revenue streams are structured and paid for at ports, and an in-depth knowledge of ports’ 

business models. 

Leases for port real estate pose significant challenges as well.  Structuring accurate lease 

rates - to produce real rates of returns of and on capital invested and asset values and to 

cover such things as risk rates, cost of capital, profit, and other costs - requires an in-depth 

knowledge of the factors impacting ports and their business models.     

Add to this the diversity of rental streams found at ports (ie, fixed rents on property, 

facilities and infrastructure and variable rents based on throughput charges, wharfage, 

dockage, etc) and the need to balance fixed and variable rent to address competition and 

quest for more cargo, it becomes clear that to effectively address port property issues a 

thorough knowledge of both the commercial and industrial property sectors and the 

ability to bridge the gap between that and the maritime, shipping and ports industries is 

requisite for success. 
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Years ago, Franc J Pigna, managing director of Aegir, recognised the need to address the 

unique property challenges faced by ports in a 

more methodical and calculated manner.  In 

2013, Pigna, was asked by the American 

Association of Port Authorities to author a 

research paper that would describe the premise 

outlined above, as they felt that the subject 

matter was growing in importance to the 

industry.  The result was the seminal research 

paper on port property ie, ‘Overview on how 

ports manage their largest asset – property, 

challenges faced and key issues for future 

research’.   

This 70-page document identified the myriad and sundry property challenges faced by 

port authorities and offered, on a cursory basis, various methods with which to meet 

these challenges.  An international confidential survey of six diversified ports, from a 

geographic and port type, was conducted to establish the most pressing property issues 

faced by ports today.  The results were surprising, especially as it relates to how ports 

view their land holdings and the challenges they needed to tackle.    

To accomplish the aforementioned goals and objectives requires the ability to rationalise 

business, financial, market, and operational requirements through practical, market 

driven solutions, along with a balanced approach at reaching reasonable performance 

targets.  The team presented herein has a long track record in meeting the unique 

challenges in the port, rail, shipping, intermodal and related property sectors and in 

working with one another. 
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Aegir strategy, sustainability, and financial history 
Aegir carefully listens to clients and reviews all relevant issues to identify both the 

obvious and less obvious goals, objectives and challenges each potential assignment 

represents.  Aegir’s overall corporate strategy is structured to ensure that clients’ needs 

are met in an efficacious manner.   When we started Aegir, we forecasted that the ports 

industry would enter a state of long-term revolution.  Thinking ‘in, out or anywhere near 

a box’ simply would not do.  This is why while our solutions may seem unorthodox, 

repeatedly they have proven to be effective.     

Aegir is a State of Florida certified minority business.  Our hiring practices are based on 

capabilities, merit, and potential, regardless of race, ethnicity, or creed.   We are proud to 

have or have had a wide spectrum of veterans, minority, and women employees, all of 

which have been successful at what they do or have done because they excel in their 

disciplines. 

Company strategy: 

Purpose: increase port property-based revenues and competitive advantages and enhance 

overall port values for clients through the more strategic use of their largest asset – 

property. 

Vision: change the way ports and other clients manage and use their property and real 

estate portfolios to overarch and support their core business missions more effectively. 

Mission statement: provide service and results to clients through practical, market driven 

solutions. 

Core values: treat clients and colleagues with respect, be honest and ethical in business 

dealings and grow through continued research and innovation.  

Goal: further develop the skills, capabilities, and delivery systems to offer a holistic 

approach in addressing unique port property challenges through a lean and profitable 
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organisation and deliver an exceptional return on investment to clients through our 

services. 

Scope of experience: Aegir has been involved in some of the most complex and 

challenging port and port related consulting and valuation challenges in the world.  

These can be seen in the ‘Experience’ section of our website (www.aegirports.com) and 

in our brochure, which is sent separately. 

Sustainability: 

Since its inception, Aegir has actively promoted the concept that ‘the environment is a 

port’s greatest ally’.   We seek the most environmentally sustainable option that is also 

financially viable in our recommendations to our clients.  One example of this is, as 

development consultants to the Port of Hueneme for a 260-acre port centric logistics park, 

recommending that the project strive to reach Platinum LEED standards as a 

development requirement, exceeding the strictest California environmental standards; a 

recommendation that was accepted. 

Financial history: 

Aegir LLC is a privately held State of Florida, USA, limited liability corporation and state 

certified minority business enterprise.  Aegir is a for profit firm, has never had any debt 

or liabilities (except rent and payroll), has never been declared insolvent or bankrupt 

under any chapter, and has never been sued or had a claim filed against its professional 

indemnity or any other professional or commercial liability insurance. 

 

 

(This space left intentionally blank.)
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Aegir breadth and scope of experience - case studies 
In the recent past Aegir has been involved with several challenging port and port related 

property and valuation challenges, some of which have been: 

Valuation – Roberts Bank 2, British Columbia, Canada 

Challenges: the province British Columbia owned a submerged site and railroad 

easement approved for the development of a 2.4 million teu (twenty foot equivalent unit 

– the unit of measurement used in the marine container freight industry) automated 

container terminal and causeway.  Port Metro Vancouver was slated to acquire it.  Price 

will be determined from ‘appraised fair market value’ as per the court.  Port Metro 

Vancouver’s appraiser 

determined a value of 

approximately CDA$5m, 

based on the site 

purportedly being 

ecologically sensitive.  The 

only allowed valuation 

approach by the courts 

will be the comparable sales benchmark. 

Opportunities: the asset in question ie, the right to reclaim the submerged site and 

easement, is a unique asset since there are few, if any, greenfield sites for the development 

of such a facility.  This said, determining the value of this asset based solely on 

‘comparable sales’ would be challenging. 

Solutions: identify and analyse ‘like kind’ facilities ie, major container terminals that 

were built on reclaimed land; determine the economic utility of such sites through 

PHOTOGRAPH 1: ROBERTS BANK 2, BC, CANADA 
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container teu throughput; determine proper capitalisation rate and overall development 

costs.  Like kind properties were identified in Asia, Europe, and North America. 

Results: CDA$53m value was determined and accepted as the ‘sales price’.   

Port land portfolio analysis and Lease structuring - Port of 

Saguenay, Quebec Province City 

Challenges: the PoS was looking to establish lease rates for over 3,000 acres of land within 

the port’s perimeter to facilitate the financial management of their land holdings and to 

use in pending negotiations with approximately four tenants that would take up most of 

these land banks. This is one of the 

major heavy industrial land banks in 

North America near inexpensive, 

heavy hydroelectric power.  

Establishing the true value of the land 

relative to nearby non-industrial land 

would be a challenge. 

Opportunities: be able to more 

accurately structure lease rates, 

benchmark the financial performance of its property portfolio and achieve meaningful 

returns of and on capital invested and asset values. 

Solutions: the creation of an internal port valuation and lease model to develop 

appropriate lease rates.  This model had to be easily understood and used by port staff, 

reasonably accurate and flexible for various property types and defendable in front of 

potential tenants. 

Results: model can easily develop and corroborate ground lease rates. 

PHOTOGRAPH 2: PORT SAGUENAY, QC, CANADA 
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Port valuation, ground lease pricing - Indiana 

Challenges: valuation and determination of fair market value for ground rents for three 

major inland port facilities in the US Midwest for the Ports of Indiana.  Inland ports 

business model is heavily dependent on the leasing of land. 

Opportunities: determine appropriate ground lease rates and obtain benchmark values 

for all three port facilities and their respective land holdings to better financially manage 

and ensure optimal financial performance of all property assets.  

Solutions:  valuation resulted in more appropriate ‘market’ values.  New capitalisation 

rates better reflected the 

reality of the ports’ true 

costs and risks.  A 

comprehensive Strategic 

Port Property Asset 

Management Plan was 

developed to assist 

senior management to 

better ‘sweat the real 

estate assets’ while 

overarching the port’s strategic business plan and core business mission.   

Results: the aggregate opinions of value for the three port facilities were significantly 

higher than port authority’s estimates, approaching US$200m.  Rents significantly 

changed upward, and port revenues increased correspondingly.  Carrying and 

operational costs were reduced.  The port authority was able to use the research and 

analysis of the lease structures to explain new lease rates to current and future port 

tenants.  Today the port is operating at both higher rents and occupancy rates.   

PHOTOGRAPH 3: BURNS HARBOR, POI, IN 
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Eminent Domain valuation, expert witness – Jacksonville, 

Florida 

Challenges: Keystone 

Coal purchased a site 

of approximately 110 

acres on St John’s 

River, Jacksonville, to 

develop it into a major 

coal terminal to import 

high btu, low sulphur 

coal from their mines 

in Colombia, South 

America.  After two 

years of ownership, Jacksonville Port commenced slow take proceedings (eminent 

domain expropriation action).  Keystone’s total acquisition costs for the site are 

approximately US$10m; two years later, port estimates value for same amount. 

Opportunities: at the time Keystone was committed to developing their coal terminal as 

this was a critical long-term strategy for their company.  Based on Keystone’s difficulty 

in identifying a suitable throughout the Southeast, Keystone felt that the site was worth 

significantly more than the port’s assessment. 

Solutions: develop a well-founded, corroborated, and logical valuation framework to be 

followed by the three appraisal firms retained by Keystone’s legal counsel that would 

result in more appropriate maritime and port related valuations to, at best, dissuade the 

slow take by the port and at worst result in a more appropriate value for the site. 

PHOTOGRAPH 4: KEYSTONE COAL TERMINAL, ST JOHN’S RIVER, 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
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Results: The income approach delivered a value of approximately US$58m.  This 

approach was then ordered not to be used by the presiding judge, who ordered that only 

the comparable sales approach was to be used (least appropriate methodology, resulting 

in a lower value).  The comparable benchmark sales approach yielded a value of US$52m.  

Trial by jury took place.  Jury awarded Keystone US$67.4m – the highest eminent domain 

award of any type in the history of the State of Florida.   

Port intermodal project feasibility analysis, Charleston, SC 

Challenges: pension fund (US$16bn) owns site originally targeted for heavy industrial 

use.  Original development plan calls for speculative building of ‘big box’ retail (eg, Wal 

Mart, IKEA) facilities.  Fund’s representatives keep hearing that site should be for 

intermodal use based on its location (ie, between a proposed 1.5m teu container terminal 

and major CSX rail yard unused for decades. 

Opportunities: fund is in the business of maximising value on assets.  It does not though 

understand the ports and port related logistics industries but does want to see if 

‘intermodal’ would produce higher values and returns for this asset. 

Solutions: fund engaged Aegir to undertake a ‘highest and best use’, development 

feasibility and projected revenue stream analyses for the site.  

Results: Along with John Vickerman, Pigna conducted the analyses for the site.  The 

results were compelling enough for the fund to commit ~US$450m for the development 

of the site as an on and near dock intermodal facility. 
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Port property strategic asset management plan, valuation 

modelling, South Africa 

Challenges: the NPA was looking to facilitate the financial management of their land 

holdings throughout eight national ports.  One element that would result in this is to be 

able to have their staff periodically assess changes, for internal use, in ‘market values’  

Opportunities: be able to structure lease rates and benchmark the financial performance 

of its property portfolio more accurately and efficiently. 

Solutions: the creation of an internal port valuation model was a strategy for an overall 

strategic port property asset management plan initiative.  This model had to be easily 

PHOTOGRAPH 5: PROPOSED MACALLOY INTERMODAL FACILITY, CHARLESTON, SC 
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understood and used by port staff, reasonably accurate and flexible for various property 

types. 

Results: model was developed and tested to the satisfaction of the NPA. 

PHOTOGRAPH 6: PORT OF DURBAN, SOUTH AFRICA 

 
 

Port property strategic asset management plan and port 

pricing – Grand Cayman BWI  

Challenges: Port Authority of Cayman Islands’ revenues were not keeping up with 

expense and future infrastructure investment requirements.  Recently, government 

transferred the pension liabilities to the port authority as well, resulting in major 

accounting losses.   
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Opportunities: opportunity to 

conduct comprehensive analysis 

of the port authority’s assets, 

business model and revenue 

streams and to create a rent model 

for its property assets and updated 

tariffs to properly address its 

financial and operational 

requirements and costs. 

Solutions: the creation of an 

internal port valuation model and lease model; rationalisation of non-port related assets; 

and scheduling of rate increases using regulatory pricing modelling and structuring to 

accomplish the goal of profitability and financial self-sustainability. 

Results: model will soon be implemented. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(This space left intentionally blank.) 

PHOTOGRAPH 7: GEORGETOWN, GRAND CAYMAN 
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Off port land expansion strategy, on call port property 

services - Port of Hueneme, California  

Challenges: Port 

and its clients 

were operating at 

over 100 percent 

land capacity.  To 

maintain 

competitiveness 

and retain and 

expand client 

base, port needs 

to expand off port, starting with at least 250 acres in one of the most challenging property 

development markets in the world, where permits for development can take up to four 

years to attain. 

Opportunities: ensure the long-term growth viability of the port; significantly increase 

its competitive advantages; increase by a wide margin its capacity to generate revenue; 

and better serve existing clients and attract major new ones. 

Solutions: develop a practical, off port land expansion strategy that addressed the port, 

local government and stakeholder’s needs concurrently.  Create a public relations 

campaign as part of the execution of the strategy.  Establish the port as a partner with 

both the community and city as the export gateway to Ventura County and a major 

economic engine and generator of family sustaining jobs. 

Results: 250 acres that were ‘undevelopable’ in the traditional sense were identified near 

the central gate; comprehensive presentation showing the economic impact of the 

PHOTOGRAPH 8: PORT OF HUENEME, CALIFORNIA 
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development of this site as a port related logistics park was presented to the city and 

community over various meetings.  The city has embraced the project and the port as a 

partner.  Project is reaching over-subscription and will, once built out, be one of the 

largest direct investments in the county ($250m) in years and, as structured, not requiring 

of port or government funding to develop. 

Port master plan’s real estate element – Palmetto, FL 

Challenges: Port Manatee was 

developing its new master plan.  

The port has been successful in 

expanding its business and 

realised that continued growth 

would lead to reaching a land 

bank deficit to address this 

growth.  The county where the 

port is located historically has 

significant housing development, as it is a major retirement area, along with being in one 

of the fastest growing states in the Union.  The concern was that at some point non 

logistics and port related activities may encroach and surround the port, limiting its 

potential for growth.  

Opportunities: Adjacent to the port exists a 3,000-acre voluntary enterprise development 

zone, a county strategy to promote commercial and industrial development during and 

post the Great Recession.  The port was concerned that once economic returned to the 

county, this land area would revert to residential development. 

Solutions: analyse the port’s land needs in the next twenty years; analyse the special 

encouragement development zone relative to areas fronting and the port and adjacent to 

PHOTOGRAPH 9: PORT MANATEE MASTER PLAN - 

REAL ESTATE 
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the main thoroughfare at the perimeter of the port, which would unlikely be used for 

residential development; and develop the case for the establishment of a ‘port related 

land use overlay that would incentivise port and port related logistics dependent use, all 

of which would ensure a greater land area for the development of specialised facilities 

that would support port growth. 

Valuation and expert witness – semi-automated port facility 

Challenges: During the instruction, Virginia International Gateway was one of four semi-

automated container 

terminals in North 

America.  It was built in 

2007 by APM Terminals, 

a subsidiary of Maersk, 

and is the largest, 

privately owned terminal 

in the US.  In 2010, the 

Virginia Port Authority 

entered a 20-year lease for the terminal with APMT.  In 2014, APMT sold the terminal to 

an infrastructure fund that entered a 49-year concession for the terminal with VPA.   As 

a privately owned terminal, it pays property taxes to the City of Portsmouth.    In 2016, 

the infrastructure fund sues the City of Portsmouth for wrongly assessing the facility at 

or around $330 million as being overvalued.  Aegir was retained as the lead port property 

consultant and assisted in setting up the team of professionals that would value the 

terminal facility in the city’s defence case. 

 

PHOTOGRAPH 10: VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL GATEWAY TERMINAL 
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Opportunities: By using processes and models Aegir had developed over the years, 

Aegir was able to identify and assess all the relevant factors, issues, and assets of the 

terminal facility that would form part of the valuation process.  Aegir’s experience in 

analysing container terminals, from a revenue standpoint, was particularly useful in 

developing the income approach to determining value.   

Solutions:  By following a comprehensive process following a logical path, with each step 

being fully substantiated, a comprehensive valuation was developed that would assist 

the legal team defend the assessed value the city had determined for the terminal facility 

(in fact, the value conclusion in the report was significantly higher than the assessed value 

using both the income and replacement cost approaches).  

Results:  The attorneys representing the city were successful in defending the assessed 

value. 

Master plan – strategic port property plan for 1,000-acre 

industrial port property portfolio, New Orleans, LA 

Challenges:  The Port of New Orleans was undertaking a master plan of the port.  The 

port desired a strategic port property plan for a 1,000-acre industrial waterfront property 

portfolio undertaken as part of the master plan.  This portfolio is commonly known as 

the Industrial Canal District and had been underdeveloped and underutilised for 

decades.   The Industrial Canal is the water connection between Lake Pontchartrain and the 

Mississippi River.  Additionally, the port also controls most of the industrial waterfront in New 

Orleans.  As such, it is the effective ‘market maker’ for rent for this type of property.  As the 

Industrial Canal had been underdeveloped and underutilised and poorly maintained it had 

historically experienced high vacancy rates.  Consequently, the rents found in the area were not 

representative of what industrial waterfront land in the proximity of a deep-water port should 

be leasing for.  Part of the problem was also the result of the other industrial waterfront properties 

using the Industrial Canal ground rents as benchmarks by the port.  
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Opportunities: The more methodical management of such a large industrial waterfront 

portfolio of land would result in the ability to lease land more effectively at more 

representative lease rates.  All of which should have a significant positive impact on 

ground rent revenues, synergies between cargo processors, and increased cargo 

throughput.  It would also result in a competitive advantage for the port overall, as this 

nexus between shallow and deep-water port facilities surrounded by large industrial 

land banks should attract more users and clients to the New Orleans port centric area. 

Solutions: Aegir conducted a regional assessment of large port related, waterfront 

industrial land along with the potential for cargo types that could be handled in New 

Orleans with this type of land bank.  Aegir also developed a comprehensive strategic port 

property plan that identified the strengths/weaknesses/opportunities/threats as an 

intermodal, shallow/deep-water industrial logistics platform; made recommendations 

for the repair, management and enhancement of the common areas and individual sites 

to make and security of the area to make it more competitive from a leasing standpoint; 

developed a lease model based on identifying a baseline value for waterfront industrial 

land along with the added value of the marine infrastructure in place to form the basis 

for developing a ground lease rate model, along with the requisite terms and conditions; 

areas on how to better integrate the area with overall port operations; and developed 

financial targets to achieve for the port to benchmark its performance in the management 

of the re-positioned Industrial Canal District. 

Results: The Port Authority had a well-defined road map with which to optimally incorporate 

the land portfolio into its mainstream operations—one that would also increase revenue streams 

and enhance the overall value of the port. This was the first time that this portfolio had been 

assessed relative to the local industrial property market; the regional port property market; and 

as an integrated, strategic port asset.  
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Cruise terminal feasibility analysis – Corpus Christi, TX 

Challenges:  The port is one of the two largest energy ports in the country.  Interested in 

diversifying its revenue streams, the Port of Corpus Christi desired to have a feasibility 

analysis for the development of a cruise terminals at two specific sites within the Corpus Christi 

harbour area.      

Opportunities: Members 

of the port’s 

commissioners and some 

in the community at large 

felt that a cruise terminal 

may be an interesting 

strategy to diversify the 

cargo and revenue 

streams and contribute to 

the economic 

development of the city. 

Solutions: A comprehensive assessment of the Gulf Coast cruise market and its dynamics was 

conducted, along with a financial analysis of potential revenue streams that this might generate.  

The cruise market analysis included analysing of the requisite transportation infrastructure for 

passengers, potential market catchment areas, and existing port-of-calls and home ports in the 

Gulf of Mexico, along with potential cruise line requirements and future cruise ship sizes and 

average fleet growth to determine the potential for home porting at Corpus Christi.  The 

feasibility study also included a return/risk analysis and forecast of revenues compared to 

potential development costs measured against existing cargo types.    

Results: The port received a comprehensive assessment of all factors related to determining the 

potential financial, market, and stakeholder returns for a potential cruise terminal benchmarked 

against pre-determined industry and internal target thresholds.  The net result of the analysis was 

PHOTOGRAPH 11: PORT OF CORPUS CHRISTI 
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that the market catchment area would not support a home port for a ship of any significant size, 

the access to the potential cruise terminal facility was not adequate (air, road), and the existing 

cruise terminals in the Gulf of Mexico represented existing and future passenger and terminal 

capacity represented a significant degree of competition (ie, Galveston, New Orleans, Mobile, 

Tampa) that would make a cruise terminal at Corpus Christi financially infeasible and far too risk 

laden, particularly when compared to the revenue streams generated by liquid bulk energy cargo. 

Strategic off port expansion plan – Port Hueneme, CA 

Challenges:  The Port of Hueneme is a highly successful niche port (perishables, 

automotive ro ro, bulk and break bulk), and the only deep-water port between San 

Francisco and San Pedro Bay (Los Angeles/Long Beach).    

Another challenge is that the port authority and its clients consistently operate at more 

than 100% of their land capacity, on and off port.  This not a sustainable long-term.  To 

ensure growth and viability, the 

port needs to increase its on port 

cargo velocity and throughput 

and expand its off-port land banks 

to meet its client needs and 

become an even greater economic 

engine for the community.    

In this regard, the port is a major 

logistics centre for perishables, 

particularly bananas.  The latter cargo is going through a transition from being 

transported in pallets to refrigerated containers, which will require more space on and 

off port for more refrigerated container yards.  

A major challenge to off port expansion is that Ventura County has extensive agricultural 

lands, which comprise about two-thirds of the county.  These lands are protected in use 

PHOTOGRAPH 12: THE PORT OF HUENEME, CA 
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for decades to come through a restricted agricultural use known as SOAR (ie, Save Our 

Agricultural Resources).   Therefore, land for industrial development is scarce.  

Additionally, even by California standards, the Ventura County development 

entitlement process is a strenuous and long process, often without any guarantees for 

success. 

Opportunities: By expanding its off-port land banks the port will be able to ensure its 

ability to service existing and future clients well into the future, expand its ability to 

process more cargo on-port, create additional competitive advantages, and better execute 

its responsibilities as a major economic engine for the county. 

Solutions: A comprehensive assessment of all available industrial land in Ventura 

County was conducted.  Through port client interviews, key location criteria were 

identified, which prioritized which sites to pursue.  Extensive development analysis was 

required due to the stringent development entitlement regulations that need to be met.    

Results: The result to date is that three sites are being negotiated.  The largest is a 260-

acre site located 2.4 miles east of the port’s central gate.  A development plan was 

developed to create a port centric logistics park, inclusive of a private public partnership 

structure to place the project once entitlements are obtained, resulting in the port having 

an equity interest, the management of the park (whose port centric use will be guaranteed 

in perpetuity through a restrictive covenant deed), significant increased cargo capacity, 

and what is estimated to be the largest positive environmental impact to Venture County 

through developing the park to Platinum or Gold LEED standards and the resulting 

removal of truck traffic through the county and increased rail usage in the intermodal 

mix. 
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Grant proposal - $100 million USDOT intermodal efficiency, 

port real estate perspective, Mobile, AL 

Challenges:  The Alabama Port Authority, in conjunction with the Mobile Airport 

Authority, were bidding for a $100 

million USDOT grant intended to 

enhance the intermodal efficiency of 

freight movements by air, road, and 

water.   

Opportunities: 

The Mobile Airport Authority would be 

able to relocate its airport closer to the centre of town and the port would be able to 

significantly enhance its intermodal capabilities that would position it as the next Gulf 

Coast gateway port. 

Solutions: To enhance its chances in winning the grant, the port and airport retained a 

major engineering company to assist in writing the grant proposal.  The engineering 

company reached out to Aegir to address property related issues, intermodal strategies, 

and efficiencies.  

Aegir was instructed to assess the competitive port centric property market with a 

particular focus on distribution centre inventory and land for potential development.  All 

of which was assessed from a regional need’s standpoint relative to intermodal cargo 

processing capacity and support industrial space at other major Gulf Coast ports. 

Aegir analysis identified major intermodal opportunities for the Port of Mobile based on 

several factors.  First, unlike New Orleans, Houston, and Tampa, Mobile has significant 

industrially zoned, relatively inexpensive, land banks near the port and future airport for 

the development of major logistics parks.  Second, Mobile is uncongested from a traffic 

PHOTOGRAPH 13: PORT OF MOBILE AND MOBILE, 

ALABAMA 
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standpoint compared to those other port centric areas.  Third, the then recently 

announced CP – Kansas City railroad merger would result in rail access across Canada, 

south through the United States following the Mississippi River and then to Monterey, 

Mexico.  This North American rail corridor runs through Mobile and its connectivity to 

five, Class 1 railroads.  Fourth, with the expansion of the Panama Canal and existing and 

future pressure on West Coast gateway ports, the Port of Mobile offers an attractive 

alternative to the ‘four corners’ (ie, Pacific Northwest, Southern California, New England 

and Mid-Atlantic) distribution strategy.  And fifth, the Mobile area already has extensive 

intermodal infrastructure in place that is being expanded. 

All of which would results in the Mobile area having the potential of becoming a major 

intermodal and multimodal logistics platform, one that would have wide scale positive 

ramifications for the US economy.  The grant would go far in converting the Port of 

Mobile into the next Gulf Coast gateway port. 

Results: The Alabama Port Authority and the Mobile Airport Authority were successful 

in being awarded the grant. 
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Valuation of confiscated port facility – Havana, Cuba 

PHOTOGRAPH 14: SIERRA MAESTRA TERMINAL 

 

Source: Dreamstime licensed 

In the US, in 1996 the Helms-Burton Act, also referred to as the Cuban Liberty and 

Democratic Solidarity Act of 1996 (Pub.L. 104–114, 110 Stat. 785, 22 U.S.C. §§ 6021–6091) 

and the Libertad Act, was passed in 1996 but had been suspended until 2019 when the 

Trump Administration lifted the suspension of Title III of the act that allowed suing 

individuals and entities that used or engaged in properties that had once been owned by 

US nationals or entities that had been confiscated by the Cuban government. 

The first case under the Libertad Act was Havana Docks Corp. v. Carnival Corp., Havana 

Docks Corp. v. Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, Ltd., Havana Docks Corp. v. Royal 

Caribbean Cruises, Ltd., and Havana Docks Corp. v. MSC Cruises SA Co.  Havana Docks 

Corp. was the concessionaire of the Sierra Maestra Terminal in Havana, Cuba.  In 1960, 

this was the most important marine port facility in the country. 

Aegir was selected as the lead port property adviser by the law firm representing the 

defendant – Havana Docks Corporation.  Aegir’s mandate was to frame a valuation 
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methodology and identify a team of professionals in addition to Aegir (eg, valuation 

methodology, structural and civil engineers, and hotel development consultants) for the 

consideration of the legal team. 

The mandate was to deliver a valuation based on the income approach by Aegir, along 

with the other traditional approach of replacement cost by engineers (the third approach 

of benchmark sales was not considered appropriate).  Both were delivered. 

This was a challenging assignment on numerous fronts ie, a concession rather than a 

freehold or leasehold interest; not being able to physically visit the subject property; 

developing a free market value in an environment that is a controlled economy; dealing 

with two national currency systems; and addressing the impact of the pandemic. 

This was a prima facie case (first of its type).  Therefore, both for the consultants and the 

legal participants (eg, the court and lawyers for all parties) this was unchartered territory. 

Havana Docks was successful in their suit. 
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Summary 
 

Property is typically the most financially underperforming asset at ports, especially those 

following the landlord model.  It is also the largest asset on a port’s balance sheet. 

In a world where governments increasingly need to address growing entitlement 

liabilities and find themselves with less capital to properly fund the extensive capital 

requirements of port infrastructure, port authorities need to ‘sweat this asset’ by 

producing them maximum return of and on capital invested and asset values, along with 

realistic profit margins and recapture of infrastructure, maintenance, and repairs. 

Additionally, ports in their master planning process, need to incorporate business 

performance thresholds to ensure that the above will be maintained in the decades ahead.   

Port property also needs to produce competitive advantages for ports through the 

delivery of specialised facilities to meet their current and future client needs. 

Aegir is uniquely qualified to advise port clients on how to best navigate through world 

of port properties. 

 

End of document. 
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